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Kvarken Archipelago

Main theme: High Coast/Kvarken Archipelago World
Heritage Site is the best place in the world to experience
and understand land uplift following the last Ice Age.



Kvarken Archipelago’s sub-themes

1. Traces of ice - The High Coast of Sweden and Kvarken Archipelago have experienced
several ice ages. During the most recent one, the thickness of the ice sheet in the re-
gion was about 3 km. Without it, we would not have any post-glacial rebound, as the
thick ice pushed the ground downward. It also left marks on the landscape that we can
still see today.

2. Post-glacial rebound and the effect of the sea - When the ice sheet melted, post-gla-
cial rebound began; the Earth’s crust is slowly returning to its pre-ice age state. As the
seabed rises, waves shape the shore and create unique geological values. Without the
combined effect with the sea, the post-glacial rebound would not be clearly visible in
the landscape.

3. One world heritage - yet so different - The fact that the High Coast is high and the
Kvarken Archipelago is low means that, together, we show evidence of post-glacial re-
bound and we are a shared World Heritage site. We were already different before the
ice age, but we have both been under the same ice. The different topographies are not
related to post-glacial rebound.

4. World Heritage Biodiversity - Everything living at a World Heritage site, plant and
animal alike, is heavily affected by post-glacial rebound and constantly adapting. The
shoreline is changing, and it affects the life of both land and sea. The effect of post-gla-
cial rebound also leads to the development of specific habitat types that would not
otherwise be created.

5. Humans and post-glacial rebound - Post-glacial rebound has always affected the
people of the World Heritage site and they must adapt to the constant changes in the
landscape. From the Stone Age to the modern day, there are examples of how post-gla-
cial rebound and changing shorelines affect people’s lives and choice of place to live.

6. Observations and research - It was long thought that the ocean retreated. By as-
sembling the various pieces of the puzzle, the High Coast researchers discovered that
the land was rising. Even today, scientists are interested in post-glacial rebound, and
the traces at the World Heritage site area provide more information about the changes
taking place.

7. World Heritage Idea - The idea of World Heritage is one of peace, that people must
protect shared heritage and preserve it for future generations. The geology of the
High Coast and the Kvarken Archipelago is so unique that we are a joint UNESCO World
Heritage Site that tells about an important part of the world’s history. There are more
than 1,000 other World Heritage sites around the world.
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Kvarken Archipelago, photo Fabiola de Graaf

Kvarken Archipelago’s social media

Instagram @kvarkenworldheritage
Facebook @merenkurkku

#merenkurkunsaaristo #kvarkenarchipelago #kvarkenskargard #highcoastkvarken
#varldsarv #maailmanperinto #worldheritage #unesco
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Interpretation project for
Finland’s World Heritage
sites 2020-2024

In 2020-2021, the Association of World
Heritage Sites in Finland implemented
thefirst part ofthe interpretation project,
which resulted in the creation of a main
theme for the presentation and commu-
nication for six sites, as well as clarifying
sub-themes. A shared main theme was
also created for Finland’s seven UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. The first part of the
interpretation project was carried out
in collaboration with Leena Gronroos,
Lecturer in Tourism Management at Haa-
ga-Helia University of Applied Sciences.

The second part was carried out togeth-
er with Anu Nylynd (Mood of Finland) in
2022. This involved considering how the
visitor's experience path is structured
through different means of communica-
tion before the visit, during the visit and
afterwards, based on the themes that
have already been prepared.

The aim of the workshops in the second
part of the project was to involve the
operators at the sites as broadly as pos-
sible, so that the content and means of
communication of the themes covered
different perspectives and needs.

In 2021-2024, the association drew up an
interpretation plan based on the themes
created - the “World Heritage Operator’s
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Handbook”, which aims to support the
background organisations of the sites,
the sites’ operators and the association
in clear and understandable communica-
tion about World Heritage values.

The Kvarken Archipelago and High Coast
had already created their own interpre-
tation plan between 2018 and 2020. The
plan in question was used as background
material and a reference for the project,
so that the presentation and communi-
cation of Finland’s World Heritage sites
as a whole will be based on common
principles in the future.

The interpretation projects coordinat-
ed by the Association of World Heritage
Sites in Finland received funding from the
Ministry of Education and Culture’s dis-
cretionary subsidy for the development
of cultural tourism. The interpretation
work was monitored by a steering group
consisting of various experts, which met
about twice a year.

The interpretation plan will be updated
as necessary and especially with the ad-
dition of any new sites. The plan will be
updated and monitored approximately
every 2-3 years. The Association of World
Heritage Sites in Finland maintains the
plan and its content.
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Founded in 2016, the Association of World Heritage
Sites in Finland brings together all of Finland’s seven
UNESCO World Heritage Sites with their background
organisations and operators:

= Old Rauma and Sammallahdenmaki Bronze Age Burial Site, City of Rauma
= Fortress of Suomenlinna, the Governing Body of Suomenlinna

= Petajavesi Old Church, Foundation of Petajavesi Old Church

= Verla Groundwood and Board Mill, Verla Mill Museum

= Struve Geodetic Arc, National Land Survey of Finland

= Kvarken archipelago, Metsahallitus Nature Services

World Heritage Sites

The Association of
I in Finland

Instagram @finnishworldheritagesites

X @SuomenMPkohteet

Facebook @Suomenmaailmanperintokohteet
Linkedin Suomen maailmanperintokohteiden yhdistys

#suomenmaailmanperintokohteet #finnishworldheritagesites
#maailmanperinto #worldheritage #varldsarv #unesco #unescofamily



